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OVERVIEW 
Decorate  your 'ride' and beat the other teams to the goal! Armed with a map and
a tool kit, you will need to navigate the trail each day of up to 130km, getting an
insight into rural life as you go.
 
You will get a chance to wander off the usual tourist trails through the rugged
beauty of its mountains of Munnar, the wildlife-rich rain forests of Periyar, the
fascinating backwaters near the ancient port of Alleppey, the spice gardens in
the lowlands and the historic city of Fort Kochi. Food is an essential component
of this trip in Kerala. You will be amazed at the different types of cuisines in such
a small geographic area, each characterized by the local spices and herbs of the
micro-region through which you will be passing. You stay in very comfortable
heritage hotels, organic spice farm villas and rice boats during this amazing trip.
 
So why drive around India in a tuk tuk? Because they are such fun! They’ve got
three wheels, an open frame, a canvas roof with drop down sides, a cabin for the
driver and two seats in the back. Oh, and an engine: a 4-stroke beast that is
probably slightly more powerful than a horse.
 
Tuk tuks have a few advantages: they’re durable, easy to use and very forgiving.
They’ll happily handle almost any surface, and they keep on going. They cruise
along at about 20mph – quick enough to get to the next destination before beer
o’clock, but relaxed enough to enjoy the spectacular countryside.
 
The Challenge is broken up into various driving legs. Each team gets a road map
and a daily navigational sheet, which they’ll use to get from A to B each day.
 
The winning team isn’t the team that finishes first, it’s the one that accumulates
the most Challenge points. How do you get points? By nailing various
challenges, we set you along the way.
 
That means that racing is not encouraged. In fact it’s actively discouraged.
There’s no need to set a new Indian ground-speed record. We’ll provide
mechanical support when you need it, but essentially you’re hiring a tuk tuk and
driving it independently each day.



Today is a fantastic ride through the rich canopy of the Western Ghats up
towards the hill station of Valparai with vast swathes of tea and forests. The
area is rich in birds & mammals, many of them endemic to the Western
Ghats. Keep a look out for the highly endangered Malabar Pied Hornbill
and Lion Tailed Macaques which are on the IUCN Red List. The rain
forests here also hold promises of sightings of the endemic Malabar Grey
Hornbill, Wayanad Laughing Thrush and the Nilgiri Langurs. Elephants,
leopards and gaurs (Indian Bison) are commonly spotted near the roads,
as we gain in altitude to nearly 1500m at Valparai. On arrival, we will stay
at a colonial Tea Estate Bungalow.

DAY 1
UK overnight flight to Kochi.

Transfer to Fort Cochin. After you are settled into your hotel, you will take a
mandatory rickshaw driving induction and safety training session. Once
done, we will go for a backstreet tour of this beautiful city in tuk-tuks,
visiting the spice market and the fishing harbour. 
DAY 3          [Kochi - Athirapally]
After breakfast, you will start your tuk-tuk ride to Athirapally, a place
famous for waterfalls. The initial drive will be through the city and then you
start riding through the back roads, plantations of rubber, oil palms and
spices as we gradually gain in altitude. Our destination is near the
magnificent waterfall in Kerala and one of the largest in all of the Western
Ghats. Don't be surprised if you bump into Asiatic elephant (not literally!). 

DAY 4          [Athirapally to Valparai]

DAY 2          [Kochi]



DAY 5          [Valparai to Munnar]
To escape from the tropical heat of Kerala, Munnar is the place to be.
Playing host to one of the best scenic regions in south India with the view
of the lush carpeted green hills, Munnar is the largest tea growing regions
in south India with tea plantations stretched across the hills. Munnar can
be the destination for leisure and adventure at the same time. You will be
riding through the tea plantations to reach your place of accommodation.
The route to Munnar via Chinnar consists of dry deciduous forest and tiger
reserve area. Proceeding further in your tuk tuk, towards Marayur, you will
embrace the sandalwood forests. The ride through the tribal area and
rainforests will relish your mind even before you reach Munnar.

DAY 6          [Munnar to Perivar]
Your next destination is Periyar, home to the National Park which is
considered as an important tourist destination. The sanctuary is famous for
its dense evergreen, semi-evergreen and deciduous forests. The
enchanting artificial lake formed by the Mullaperiyar Dam across the
Periyar River adds more charm to the National Park. These sprawling
pictorial plantations, forests, and hills make Thekkady a great place for
trekking, mountain walking, and biking. The ride through Periyar involves
roads surrounded by spice gardens and tea plantations. The ride is quite
comfortable and you will reach the reserve in time for lunch. If you are a
wildlife enthusiast, you can take a walk with the local guides into the
rainforest.



DAY 8          [Perivar to Kulamavu]
Your next destination Kulamavu is a serene place, not much visited by the
regular tourists. It is a hill station that has enchanting surroundings, fresh air
and cool breeze. You can enjoy a few quiet moments, away from the hustle
and bustle of the city life. On the way you will see the famous arch dam,
which is the biggest arch dam in asia constructed by British. There is a
chance to spot wildlife such as bisons, elephants and sambar deers.
DAY 9         [Kulamavu to Alleppey] 
Alleppey is home to the lush green palm-fringed canals, mirror-like still
lagoons and tranquil lakes. You can also get a glimpse of the countryside
and can discover the ethnicity of this wondrous land. Your tuk-tuks will take
you through the roads towards the small villages set against the water
world that makes up the backwaters. Here, you will clamber on to one of
Kerala’s most luxurious forms of accommodation and transport, the
houseboat. Reclining on cushions and drifting through quiet canals, you will
pass through paddy fields grazed by ducks, floating markets, local toddy
shops, temples, and churches.

DAY 7          [Perivar]
Today we will enjoy a relaxing boat ride during the day and a visit to
Kalaripayettu towards evening. You can also go for a nature walk to explore
the flora and fauna near the national park which has many endemic and
endangered species.



DAY 12

DAY 10          [Alleppey to Kochi]
Today you will ride back to Kochi to have a relaxed evening before you leave
this beautiful place. Tonight we will celebrate and toast the winners of our
fabulous challenge.
DAY 11          [Flight to UK]
Time to fly back to the UK overnight and reflect on this great adventure - and
plan the next one! 

Arrive back to UK



Return flight: UK to India
Internal transport in air-conditioned
vehicles
Tuk Tuk rental
Half board twin share accommodation in
hotels and local guest houses
Full support and luggage transfer
Decoration material for Tuk Tuks
Maps and phone
English speaking guide

 

WHAT'S INCLUDED:

WHAT'S NOT INCLUDED:
Travel insurance 
Visa
Fuel for Tuk Tuks
Parts and labour for faults caused
by driver
Drinks (other than drinking water)
Tips for local crew

COSTS:

Deposit £250*
Fundraise £3,200
Taxes & surcharges £300

Deposit £250*
Fundraise £3,200
Taxes & surcharges £300

MINIMUM SPONSORSHIP 

SELF FUNDING



FOR MORE INFORMATION 
AND TO BOOK YOUR PLACE 

ON THIS SPECTACULAR TRIP 
CONTACT JURE

 
 

01565 830053
JURE@CAFT.CO.UK
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